De profundis

Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621)
ed. Daniel A. Mahraun
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my soul hopes in the Lord.
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My soul thirsts in his word:
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Let Israel hope in the Lord.
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For with the Lord there is mercy,
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and with him there is
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And he shall redeem Israel

from all its iniquities.
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Source:
Jan Pieterszon Sweelinck, Opera omnia, ed. B. van den Sigtenhorst Meyer, Vol. VI (Amsterdam: Alsbach & Co.,
1957), 142-150.

The Composer:

In a Calvinist-ruled Amsterdam, it is significant that the Netherlands’ most influential composer and teacher
published a collection of motets on Roman Catholic liturgical texts--the Cantiones sacrae of 1619. The motets are
not cantus-firmus-based, as are his Calvinist psalm settings, but they do represent the only occurrence in
Sweelinck’s output of a separate instrumental part in a collection of vocal music. These two facts are related in that
the Reformers forbade the use of instruments in worship.

Editorial Method:

Note values have been halved in this edition, and Mensurstrich has been used to avoid visually disrupting the flow
and the microrhythms of the individual lines. Ligatures in the original are indicated by brackets above the score. In
measure 49, the composer uses black notes to visually paint the word “noctem” (night). Editorial accidentals appear
above the score. The continuo realization, and tempo and proportional indications are editorial.

Notes for Performance:

In only a few cases in the Cantiones sacrae is the bassus continuus part anything more than a distillation of the
lowest sounding vocal parts. “De profundis” follows the majority of the motets--including the well-known “Hodie
Christus natus est”--in which the instrumental bass part is not independent. It is possible, therefore, that this work
may receive a satisfactory performance with no accompaniment whatsoever. Subtle eight-foot flute tones from an
organ, however, may enhance the performance and would be wholly appropriate. The translation of the
text'--Psalm 130--appears above the score to aid interpretation.

1. Ron Jeffers, Translations and Annotations of Choral Repertoire, vol. I: Sacred Latin Texts (Corvallis, Ore.:
earthsongs, 1988).



